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Centenary, and now ...

In November 2008, almost 250
pensioners attended a rally in
Glasgow to highlight the
centenary of the state pension,
introduced as the ‘Old Age
Pensions Act 1908’

The rally was held in the Glasgow
Council chambers and organised
by the Scottish Pensioners’
Forum, the National Pensioners’
Convention and the Scottish
Trades Union Congress.

The theme of the rally was, after
one hundred years where are we
now in terms of pensioners’
economic security or, in plain
language, a basic state pension
will take more than two million
pensioners in the UK over the
poverty line.

Glasgow’s Lord Provost, Bob
Winter, opened the rally with a
civic welcome and wished us
success in our future fight for a
better state pension. He spoke of
the valuable contribution the SPF
and other pensioner groups made
in campaigning for a better state
pension.

Jo Swinson, Liberal Democrat MP
for East Dunbartonshire, spoke of
the memory of the state pension
and its introduction by a Liberal
government. In Westminster Jo
continues to  pursue the
imbalance which exists in
incomes for women. She roundly
criticised the means-testing 35-
page pension credit application

Pictured (clockwise from above): The Scottish Pensioners’ Forum

banner; Bob Winter, Glasgow’s Lord Provost; Jo Swinson, Lib Dem MP
for East Dunbartonshire; Eugene Duffy, UNISON Retired Members; and
Ian Davidson, Labour MP for Glasgow South West

form which, it was agreed, was
degrading, and backed the
campaign for a decent living
pension.

Tan Davidson, Labour MP for
Glasgow South West, felt that
much had been done but that
there was still a long way to go.
He said that the problem with
maximising pension income was
very often the unwillingness of
people to claim. He also said that
he and like-minded colleagues
hoped to  persuade  the
Chancellor, Alistair Darling, to
restore the link between the state

‘pension and earnings sooner

rather than later. The government
had already pledged to restore the
link in 2012 and hoped that this
might restore some of the
imbalance in pensioners’ income.

Tan also referred to the obscene
profits the oil companies were

Editorial Committee

making and the absence of a
reduction in fuel charges.

Eugene Duffy, Unison Retired
Members, asked the rally, “‘What
is the government and politicians
really doing for us?” The support
from the trade unions over the
decades had been vital and yet
successive governments had paid
lip service to the decline in the
value of the pension. Pensioners
in serious debt could not be
ignored and the frustration of the
Grey Vote could very well lead to
some type of pensioners’ political
intervention in the democratic
system, i.e. a political party
which would give the incumbent
political parties food for thought.
An ‘X’ meant no.

Sandra Whyte, SNP MSP, is the
convener of the Scottish
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parliament’s cross-party group on
older people and she is at the
forefront of establishing more
pensioners’ representation at the

Scottish ~ parliament.  Sandra
reminded the rally that the SNP,
although in minorily

government, had frozen the
council tax and introduced other
measures in Scotland to ease the
financial burden of pensioners,
disabled and low paid.

The question was asked, if we as a
nation can afford to fund wars in
Irag and Afghanistan, why can
we not treat the vulnerable and
elderly with dignity.

The next speaker was TFrank
Cooper, president of the National
Pensioners Convention, who
thanked the STUC and the SPF for
the invitation to the rally. Frank
was impressed with the SPF
motto, ‘Robin the Pensioner’,
which he hoped one day could
form an early day motion at
Westminster inviting Jo Swinson
to promote the idea. The real

focus of attention for the
government  should be to
remember that 27% of the

electorate are pensioners. Billions
of pounds are lying in the national
insurance fund so why do
pensioners have to wait to 2010
when financial support s
required now. Like other speakers,

Clockwise from top: Elinor
McKenzie (third from left); Frank
Cooper, NPC President; and
Sandra White, SNP MSP

Frank condemned the despicable
pension  credits  application
bureaucracy. The only solution to
that would be a big bonfire of the
paperwork involved.

The final speaker was Elinor
McKenzie, chairperson of the
Scottish Pensioners’ Forum, who
reminded the rally that although
pensions are a reserved issue for
Westminster, the SPF would
continue to campaign on all
issues affecting pensioners in
Scotland. Today’s government
and past governments have
eroded the quality of life for
pensioners who were the creators
of wealth over the generations.
Elinor reminded us we are all
pensioners today and tomorrow
and politicians should remember
this.

Note for your diary/calendar

Scottish Pensioners’ Forum - Annual Conference,

Tuesday 16th June, 2009

This year’s annual conference has been confirmed for Tuesday 16th
June, 2009, at Glasgow City Council Chambers.

And ...

You will soon receive the conference draw raffle tickers which add to
the interest of the day (as well as the Forum’s funds). Please encourage
your family and friends to not only purchase tickets but to participate
in raising funds by selling the raffle tickets to their families, work

colleagues elc.

The rally was closed by Ian
Tasker, Assistant Secretary at the
STUC, who pledged ‘to take
forward the issues raised at the
rally and thanked all the speakers
for their contribution. Ian also
thank Glasgow city council for
their  hospitality and the
entertaining glasgow-based
Eurydice choir who provided
songs to inspire during the
interval.

STUC
conference

The issue of both state and
occupational pensions will be
debated at this year’s STUC
conference. This link between
those still in employment and
those who have retired from
employment is a growing
element of how people will
survive once they cease
employment. In  today’s
disastrous economic climate
state intervention must ensure
a decent, dignified, secure
pension for those who are
struggling to survive. The
Forum’s Margaret Murdoch is
hoping to  deliver this
important message to Congress.

PCS joint initiative
Elinor McKenzie reported to the
Forum executive that through the
STUC the PCS wunion was
interested in setting up a joint
initiative with the Scottish
Pensioners’ Forum to campaign
for a substantial improvement in
the state pension.

Elinor stated that the promotion
of pensions was an important
element of our link to PCS,
particulary when considering
today’s economic climate and the
threat to public sector pensions as
well as the state pension.



See the person, not the age ...

... was the Scottish Government's
theme at a seminar held in
Glasgow in November last year.

The All Our Futures’ event,
supported by the Scottish
Pensioners’ Forum and the West of
Scotland Seniors Forum, was the
first in a series of round Scotland
seminars gathering information,
opinions and concerns of Scottish
pensioners which gives the
Scottish Government an insight
into how pensioners in scotland
view their future.

A ‘listening post’ of subjects was
offered to the delegates for their
response: issues such as life
expectancy, health and welfare,
transport, safety, fuel poverty and
the opportunity for older people
to become involved in their
community.

This initiative by the Scottish
Government will, in time, expose
what the future political ruling
body in Scotland will do to
enhance the life of pensioners
and hopefully erase the attitude
of ... ‘see the age of that person’.

After the opening remarks by John
Storey, head of the Older People
and Aged Team at the Scottish
Parliament, the event opened with
a look back at the statistics of age
in Scotland and events which
happened through the decades
culminating in the formation of
the Scottish Parliament in 1999.
The ‘All Our Futures: Planning for
a Scotland with an Ageing
Population’ was introduced by the
previous Scottish Executive and a
publication = was  produced
highlighting most of the issues
facing the elderly in Scotland
today.

After John Storey’s presentation a
question and answer session took
place but unfortunately

descended into a minor political
hustings ~ which  was  an
unfortunate deviation from the
principle behind the event.

Once the dust had settled on that
item it was the turn of councillor
Derek Mackay who spoke to the
regeneration of Renfrew’s town
centre and the benefits that the
citizens of Renfrew would benefit
from including the elderly.
Although  this  gave an
opportunity for those delegates
from Renfrew to air an opinion it
did not seem beneficial to the rest
of the audience. There was a
question and answer session
around issues, for example
accessibility to shopping, public
benches and public toilet
facilities.

The morning session concluded
with a mature ladies’ tap dancing
group and was entertaining to
those who appreciated the art of
dance.

After lunch Gordon Hanning,
Head of the Concessionary Travel
& Integrated Ticketing Unit,
delivered a most informative item
on the agenda outlining the
Scottish Government’s approach
to concessionary travel and
seeking to improve on what was
available at the moment. Whilst
not perfect Gordon did allude to
improvements in travel cards,
ticketing machines and the
monitoring of bus companies in
general.

A question and answer session
included the extension of the
travel scheme to other modes of
transport, bus services
particularly in the rural areas and
in the evening and the training of
drivers to remind them of an
elderly person's ability to board a
bus and make their way to a seat

without being launched in the
familiar way.

The programme at this time had
been changes from an item on
health and wellbeing to one
known as ‘Silver Deal’. This
transpired as an organisation
outsourced by Glasgow City
Council to bring to the elderly a
variely of leisure activities
associated with health and
fitness. The culmination of this
presentation was a ‘chairobics’
exercise to music. Notepads and
post-it stickers were available to
all to allow the ‘listening post’
feedback, the principle of
which, one would believe, was
the aim of the Scottish
Government to say we have
gone round Scotland and we
have listened to the elderly and
given them the opportunity to
respond.

We could be cynical and say
that a government, any
government, can turn round
and say we have given the
people the opportunity to
express their views and we have
listened, but will any benefit
transpire ... we’ll have to wait
and see.

Finally, the intention of the
event was well meaning but
missed the mark. However, in a
more constructive way the
Scottish Pensioners’ Forum was
able to fly the flag and our stall
experienced what can only be
described as an excellent
response for this and with our
Chair  Elinor  Mackenzie’s
contribution and Doreen Kean's
administrative excellence we
can safely say we did not let the
side down!

The event is still touring around
Scotland so, if you managed to
attend in your area, lel us know
your experience and opinion of
the seminar.



Round and about

In looking to the fulure we are hoping to highlight issues which are
happening in your area affecting pensioners, retired members and
other Forum members who come across items which reflect the Forum’s
attitude to campaigning for a batter all round deal for pensioners.

For example, Chairperson Elinor McKenzie recently attended and
addressed the International Women’s Day conference organised by
Kirkcaldy and District Trades Union Council, Our own Margaret
Murdoch, who is very aclive in thal area, reported: “The conference
was very well attended and a varied thought-provoking programme
included items such as dementia, patient care, credit unions and life as
a woman in Palestine. On behalf of the Scottish Pensioners’ Forum
Elinor spoke about women in poverty. A real stimulating day and, as
conferences go, a thorough success.”

The above is a good example of the type of event we want to hear about,
especially if the Forum is involved. Tt's our ‘flag’ - fly it!

Membership renewal ...

Itis that time of year again when all individual members, groups and organisations will be
contacted to renew their membership. The Scottish Pensioners’ Forum exists to campaign
for pensioners in Scotland and remind all those politicians who make decisions on our
behalf that our goal is a proper, dignified and safe life for those who have reached the stage
in their lives where financial security is a basic human right. No benefits, no begging
bowls, no financial or other insecurity.

Please renew your membership and/or donation to the Scottish Pensioners’ forum to help
achieve this goal.
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I/we wish to join the Scottish Pensioners’ Forum "
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Annual Membership Fee: (April each year)

0 Organisations £30 I4 Individual pensioners £3
d Local groups/forums £10 [J Other individuals £10
(Please tick as appropriate)

Please make cheques and postal orders payable to “Scottish
Pensioners’ Forum”
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i Please return the completed form to: Scottish Pensioners’ Forum,
333 Woodlands Road, Glasgow G3 6NG. (Tel 0141 337 8113)

Glasgow’s
evening visitor
service

At a recent SPF Publicity and
Media Committee meeting, Bob
McLean and Eric Souter raised
the item of a free hospital visitor
service within the Glasgow city
hospital area and it would be
interesting to hear the details of
such a service if available in other
areas throughout Scotland which
we can then publicise.

The service is offered for evening
visits between 6.00pm and
10.00pm, Monday to Friday, and
if you live within Glasgow city
area then you access this free
door-to-door
following hospitals:

service to the

@® Glasgow Royal Infirmary
@® Stobhill Hospital

@® Gartnavel Hospital

® Western Infirmary

@® Victoria Infirmary

@® Southern General

The service does give a priority to
elder people, registered disabled
and those on a low income. The
booking telephone number is
0845 1284027 and the line is
open between 2.00pm-4.00pm,
Monday to Thursday and
2.00pm-3.30pm, on Friday.

This service is jointly run by NHS
Greater Glasgow and Clyde,
Glasgow City Gouncil, Glasgow
Community Transport and SPT.

B Thanks to Caledonian
University archive
department for their research
material, David Oattes for
photographs, Eileen Cawley
and all others who
contributed to our centenary
and spring edition of our
newsletter.



CENTENARY

A LOOK BACK

AT WHAT HAPPENED THEN

WHILST, at first glance, the marking of a centenary
of a piece of legislation may be considered a rather
dull and dry undertaking and not one to spark lively
and controversial debate, however the 1908 Old Age
Pensions Act was the start of a completely new role
for government which was ultimately to result in the
Welfare State. It embodied the new political initiative
of wealth redistribution
and a vision of social
intervention  that  still
endures. Those that built
the Act faced exactly the
same problem as today’s
politicians — cost, payout
value,

Old Age

B I

age limits,
parameters  for means
testing. The Act marked a
complete break
previous  definitions  of
government responsibilities,
an end to laissez-faire and
was a radical reaction to the
very real concern of poverty =
in  Britain. If modern
governments are to tackle
today’s pension issues they
need to be as radical and
that Liberal
government to finally ‘think

with
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Women were to be the primary beneficiaries, picking
up two thirds of the first pensions. They lived longer
than men, worked irregularly, were low paid and had
little chance to build savings.

A formidable range of British parliamentarians were
involved in the creation of the 1908 Act — Asquith,

Lloyd George and Winston
Churchill
Edwardian political landscape
and provided the driving
. force for the reforming zeal of
the 1906 Liberal government.
However, it was noted that a
state pension had been on the
~ political agenda since the
- 1870s,  encouraged by
~ innovations in Germany and
- New Zealand.

dominated the

Pensions.
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By the start of the twentieth

~century, concerns about
_ poverty and health
e —————— = e . -
T - dominated the public

agenda and the Liberals’
- 1906 election landslide win
% meant that in 1907

Chancellor  HH  Asquith
started to put into practice,
- for the first time in British

the
iy

oe £.C., sad
S.W. [ of

the unthinkable’. 01 LFrios 1343 ] politics, wealth redistrib-
i1l 290. -~ - ’

The 1908 Act established a is - ution by higher taxes on the

- ‘ w=== rich. Asquith had a shaky

non-contributory, low level e ————a————— 1 ¥

and means-tested benefit funded by central
government. The Act’s purpose was to provide
assistance for the ‘deserving’ poor. Consequently, the
first state pensions did not provide enough for
subsistence, requiring supplements from other
means. Means testing also introduced further
restrictions on who was to be eligible for the
payments. The Treasury was keen to keep costs down
even further and insisted on a starting age of 70 for
the new benefit. The first handouts issued in 1909
were given to only 500,000 people, two thirds of
whom were women.

One of the surprising facts is the dominance of
women in the development of state pensions.

grasp of the details of the Bill and several
examples of slip-ups by him during the early stages
of its parliamentary journey threatened to expose
many of the potential the
government’s  position. upon  the
retirement of Campbell-Bannerman as Prime
Minister, Asquith moved into No 10 and Lloyd
George took over as Chancellor to see the Bill
through its second reading and subsequent
parliamentary hurdles. Another Liberal, William
Beveridge, took a close interest in the new legislation
and the development of state pensions and was
particularly uncomfortable with the means testing
element for the inevitable unfairness it brought for
borderline cases and its ability to deter take-up.

weaknesses  in
However,
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urging Mr. Baoth to provide for the scheme ji
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additional taxation, but the lecturer refused (B
to usurp the position of the Chancellor of the [f
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‘come from. e : S
| ‘Mr. Herbert Stind asked for a definite out-
i come of the confetence, and an the mation of [
(M. Mitchell, Gldsgow, seconded by Mr. A
Cattn, Aberdeen, | {he meeting " unanimously
dgreed to the prideiple that tlie State should
pravide ald age pehisions for evervhody, and a
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Born in Liverpoolin
)ecame a successful

hardes Booth stirred audi- £

nees up and down the |
country with his convine- :

ing case for a universal, |

_non-contributory old age £
| pension. Arguing that eve- £
ryone recognised the de-
5 ;;lox'able state of poverty in
old age; Booth pointed out that the
old were industrially at a disadvan- £
tage and received no spane of the 1
growing national prosperity.

Booth believed that charity and

poor relief were no solutions, and £
ruled out contributory sch'emes -bel_l
cause they would not provide for a

2 vations, =

r women, or future genera
ml of whom would be unable to 1
contribute. He stressed that the costs |

should be borne by general taxation,

and the benefits should be for all who

claimed them.

Following these initial _publlc P
meetings, delegates representing 37 :
trade unions and 2 trades councils
met in January 1899 and formed_the
National Committee of Organised £

i Pen-
Labour for Promoting Old Age
sions for All. Rev Stead became hon-

rary secretary, Edward Cadbury
gctg as treasurer and Frederick

i Union,
Rogers of the Vellum Binders .
asg later chair of the Labour Repre-

sentation Commitlee, was appointed £

to the post of organising secretary. ;

On 9 May 1899, under Stead’s
leadership, the Naﬁona_l Pensions
Committee called a national cam-
paign for universal non-contributory
old age pensions at 65.

tember that year, the Trade
Unggnseclc)mgress unanimously Rassed
a resolution demanding a pension of ]
five shillings for all citizens of 60
years of age; a demand gvhxch was |
echoed by the Cooperative move-

ment.

GOLLEGTING THE

. efore 1908, apart from a
few officials and members
of the armed forces,
hardly anyone reaching
he end of their working
life had a pension on
which to base their retire-
ment. Queen Victoria's
Britain was one of the strongest and
wealthiest of the world's nations, but
millions, especially older people,
lived in poverty.

Comfortable Victorians liked ta
believe that poverly was a product of
laziness and a profligate life. Hard
work and thrift was the answer, and
charity should only be granted to the
“deserving poor.

But in the last decade of the nine-
teenth century, destitution was S0
widespread among the old that it was
becoming diffienit to merely put it
down to laziness, immorality or lack
of thrift.

In 1894, Joseph Chamberlain Mp
said: ‘It must be remembered that it
is almost impossible for a large pro-

, portion of the poorer classes to make
adequate provision against old age’
and “half of all men belonging to the
working and poorer classes, is com-
pelled under our present system, if he
lives to 65, to have recourse to parish
relief’.

This view was also echoed by
Charles Booth in his groundhreaking
social survey of London which UNCOV-
ered the hardship faced by the eld-
erly.

In Pauperism and the Endow-
ment of Old Age, Booth recognised
that parish charity and the work-
house did nothing to abolish destitu-
tion or the suffering of the elderly.

He proposed that the government
should introduce a non-contributory
pension of five shillings per week for
all aged 65 and over as a way of end-
ing the link between old age and pau-
perism.

Booth argued that ‘women have
often spent lives of the most active
and invaluable citizenship.

From 1 January
1909, thuse reaching
70 who qualified un-
der the means-test,
could collect their
‘Lloyd George’,
named after the
Chancellor of the
day, at the post of-
fice.

On 31 March
1909, 647,494 re-
ceived the pension,
of whom 582,565
pensiouers received

A few years later,
pensioners received
an additional allow-
ance of two shillings
and sivpence per
week in recognition

\|of the increased cost
of living.

the full five shillings.

PIERING T U9 The vary first ponsionars’ t the Past Bffiee

The five shillings old age Pension
order taken from the original
." 'k e
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Subsequently we again wrote iaquiving what had leen
done in the iatier, We ware advised that the question was
etilt nnder ponsidecation, aud would hive t4 he veported on,.
Nothirdr farther bas been hened on the subject.
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T
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xpected to become law.

HOUSE LETTING,
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Sooitish and Labour Munibers Parliement te have this
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Tauiry Comwittee.  We understand the Lord Advocate has
naw intreduced & Bill on: the ot, but what the ternis '}é
the Bill wre we nre not i v, 95 it
has ot been publishe
bhe Minority Report.it cannot be scoepted us satisfuctory.
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A circular letter was issued to Members of the Government
and Scottish Members of Parliament, protesting against the
action of the Government in regard to the inadequate pro-
visions made for the establishment of Old Age Pensions in
their last Budget, requesting the Government to give effect
to its promise by at once instituting these pensions. A
second circular on the same subject was subsequently issued.
These were duly acknowledged. It has, however, been stated
that provision will be made in the forthcoming Budget for
establishing these pensions on a non-contributory basis. We
will await with interest the statement of the Chancellor of
the Exchequer on the subject.

Oun-Aag Penstoxs.

gent social question is thag pf Old-

at
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of a Private Member's Bill oy ith Old-Age Pens;
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deal with ol applicants, and that % would bo advisabls, in
view of protecting ihedr intorests, and, as far as possible, sco
that they gof full justico. Thes should seo to it thab they
had representation o these local eamuiibbees. In a gond
many places a fair measure of sucoess his attended owr efacts
in this direction. 3

Since the £
to b serigus

La:;_ccu-.:u into operation, it has been shown
ive in oue very special vospect, namely,
the Poor Reliel disqualification ; 'mﬁ this J:&m to
oorvected s ran ap poseible. - That ‘we believe s likely to
ooout, as o vefercnce was made in the King's Speech thuh an
amendmient of the Ack wae to bis effected during the prewent
wession of Partismest; it is, therefore, wors than Jikely that the
Poor Law Relief disqualification will be removed

: ’Ihx;rebeh no doubt the Pension, swall as it is, has been
of much benefit ta tens of thoussads of b y
to make their lives o' bit wiotw waey apﬁ mi?iri:zﬁ?" iﬁ
before it is some extisfaction to: kiaw that’ this resuld his
been brought about by the elorta of the arginisod workes,
18 have others of o like heneficial chavacter.  Still, wa enninot
be cantent with the Act as it stands, and we should nof vest
satisfied 1l tho Act s muended 55 &5 €0 give effest to the
propasels contained in our resolution.

UNEMPLOYMENT

Tho resolutions on this question were sent out along with
circulax to Seobtish Members and Labout Party, and als the
Mewbers ob the Goverhment. The civenler dealt with the
fallowing ‘essential poiuts—First, the abelition of the resi-
dostial qualffication. This being {he cause of seripns kard-
ship aod sulfering to thousands of peaple who were by reacon
of the preset restrictad qualifoation desied she right to work,

Second-*' That ' all wpplieants to Disivess Commibton
should be supplied with wark, or if that sould not be fownd
for them, they shosld be yrovided with & safieient mainton-
ance for themselves and fanilies.

The praseit il;lla:u‘in.l sysfem being the couss of Unem-
ployment, tly fair and just thesa peppie should be sup-
plied with AT Iiﬂn}. L Y

Third—That the question being w nations! ope. ihe Gove
erpment provide the fands v to meed, Al vequi
The riation heing responeible for’ the presnt ondition of
affairs, the Governtoent ps tepresenting the nation, should
find ali the money requived for the purpess, i S
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